BEIJING

Bullivant Houser joins forces with

Lehman, Lee & Xu

nternational firm Bullivant

Houser Bailey PC and Beijing-
headquartered Lehman, Lee & Xu
will join forces in a strategic alliance
designed to increase their ability to
offer Chinese clients greater access
to foreign capital markets and M&A
funding. The two firms will maintain
separate identities and will serve as
co-counsel on specific matters.

“With Chinese clients growing more
proactive in seeking American investors
to raise capital for their companies,
our strategic alliance will help clients
expand their businesses globally,” said
Edward Lehman, managing director of
Lehman, Lee & Xu.

The statistics reveal that the union is
perfectly timed. US government figures
indicate that US direct investment into
China has peaked over the last few
years, accounting for nearly 11% of the
average total annual inflow of foreign
direct investment. Likewise, Chinese

investment in the US
1s rumoured to be
pushing the US$127bn
mark, with the Olympic
Games as well as ‘
impending regulatory
changes in both
countries expected to
increase these amounts
by as much as 20% over
the next five years.

As much as this strategic alliance
is about helping clients navigate the
complex legal environments of both
Jurisdictions, it is also about getting
a foot in the door to establish
credentials in a Chinese legal market
that is bleeding red, white and blue.
So far 2008 has seen US firms such
as Covington & Burling, Taylor
Wessing, Weil, Gotshal & Manges,
Nixon Peabody and Taft Stettinius
& Hollister, to name a few, all enter
the Chinese market. ALB
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